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Degree Days - We Don't Need Stress!
Abstract
It is beyond time to get hot summer weather started! Both corn and soybean are (finally) in reproductive
stages, and parts of Iowa are over 200 degree days behind normal. But we don't want to make up that deficit
with significantly above-normal temperatures, as high August temperatures mean stress that can cut yield
potential dramatically. In 1992, we were nearly as far behind as now, and the cool August weather then
produced an above-normal yielding crop, however the grain was wet and fall grain handling and dry down
were significant issues.
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